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MESA COUNTY EMS SYSTEM INTRODUCTION

These guidelines are issued by the Mesa County EMS Medical Director (Medical Director or 
EMSMD), and govern the practices of all EMS “entities” in Mesa County via the authority of the 
Mesa County Emergency Medical Services Resolution, adopted by the Board of Mesa County 
Commissioners on December 6, 2004. (Mesa County Colorado Resolution No. MCM 2004-220-
2).

These guidelines will be regularly reviewed. New or revised guidelines will be released via the 
Mesa County EMS website, and/or directly to the Agencies and Providers via each agencies 
Agency Quality Director (AQD). These protocols have been developed in conjunction using the 
NWRETAC Combined Medical Protocols dated January 2019, the use and outline of which are 
contained in the next page. The headers at the top of each protocol state if these are regional or 
local. In addition, protocols from 0 to 7000 which end with a 0 or a 5 are regional where all other 
endings are local (1, 2, etc.). The Mesa County Operational Guidelines begin at 9000 and all end 
with a 0. The regional guidelines apply unless specifically excepted or changed in the 
accompanying local change which will be directly behind the regional protocol.

The Mesa County EMS website is the clearinghouse for all EMS communications, documents, 
educational materials, protocol updates and other important information. The most current, official
set of guidelines will always be located there and will supersede any other set of protocols.

All interested parties are strongly encouraged to visit the site often, and providers are required 
sign up for E-mail notifications on the site so the Medical Director and Mesa County EMS 
Coordinator can keep all providers and agencies up to date.

Please visit: ems.mesacounty.us

Users of these guidelines are assumed to have knowledge of more detailed and basic patient 
management principles found in EMS textbooks and literature appropriate to the EMS providers 
level of training, certification and licensure.

These guidelines are intended to be general guidelines regarding the expectations the Medical 
Director has concerning the medical treatment and care of patients. They also detail the 
operational competency expected of the agencies and personnel approved to act under the 
extension of the Medical Director’s medical license. They are not intended to be a definitive list or 
guide of all possible injuries or treatments, but rather, the beginning of care for the majority of 
patients we see in our practice.

The ultimate goal of our EMS system is to provide appropirate, compassionate care to the 
community we serve in a manner consistent with how we would want our own families treated. It 
is my wish to encourage independent thinking, so that the EMS providers may, along with the 
physicians providing on-line medical control, arrive at the best treatment decisions for individual 
patients- whether or not their particular injury or illness is written down in these pages. Whenever 
questions arise about the proper course of treatment or transport, On-Line Medical Control should
be contacted. Providers will follow those directions given by On-Line Medical Control within their
scope of practice for their system certification level.

Use the Recorded lines for contacting on-line control at St. Mary’s or Community Hospitals or for 
direct contact with the EMS Medical Director

Call 970-986-6606 for all medical direction needs
Press 1 for communication with St Mary’s Medical Center
Press 2 for communication with Community Hospital
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Press 3 to discuss complex medical command with EMS Medical Director

All of the providers who operate under these guidelines and policies do so by direct extension of 
the medical license granted by the State of Colorado to the Medical Director. The providers are 
the eyes, ears, and hands of the Medical Director, who is ultimately responsible for all prehospital
treatment rendered by Mesa County EMS System personnel.

State EMS Rules impose oversight requirements for those physicians acting as Medical 
Directors. All of the operational components of this document are meant to satisfy those 
requirements, and must be followed without exception.

State of Colorado First Responder or EMT Certification is required to participate in this system. 
However, State Certification does not confer a right to work in the Mesa County System. 
Proficiency must be demonstrated and maintained in order to function at the levels specified in 
this document. Therefore, the Medical Director maintains the absolute authority to limit, restrict, or
revoke any provider’s system certification level solely at his/her discretion. 
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